Washington State BILL
House of Representatives
Office of Programll)lesearch ANALYSIS

Community Development, Housing &
Tribal Affairs Committee

HB 1511

Brief Description: Requiring Washington's tribal history, culture, and government to be taught
in the common schools.

Sponsors: Representatives Ortiz-Self, Hurst, Appleton, Stokesbary, Goodman, Reykdal,
Moscoso, Rodne, Pollet, Magendanz, Zeiger, Johnson, Tharinger, Tarleton, Fitzgibbon, Van
De Wege, Santos, Wylie, Ormsby, Walkinshaw, Gregerson and Farrell.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requires, rather than encourages, school districts to incorporate the history, culture,
and government of the nearest federally recognized Indian tribe(s) into the social
studies curriculum.

* Requires, rather than encourages, school districts to collaborate with local federally
recognized Indian tribes and the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
regarding tribal curricula.

Hearing Date: 2/3/15
Staff: Kirsten Lee (786-7133).
Background:

There are currently 29 federally recognized Indian tribes whose reservations are located in
Washington.

In 2005 legislation was enacted encouraging the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
(OSPI) to help school districts identify federally recognized Indian tribes within or near the
districts. Further, school districts were encouraged to do the following:
* incorporate curricula about tribal history, culture, and government of the nearest federally
recognized tribe(s) and work with tribes to develop such curricula;
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* collaborate with tribes to create materials, programs, and cultural exchanges; and
* collaborate with the OSPI on curricular areas of tribal government and history that are
statewide in nature.

In 2011 legislation was enacted directing the OSPI to create the Office of Native Education
(ONE). The ONE was tasked with providing assistance to school districts to meet the
educational needs of American Indian and Alaska Native students. The ONE facilitates the
development and implementation of curricula and instructional materials in native languages,
culture, history, and the concept of tribal sovereignty, while providing assistance to districts in
the acquisition of funding to develop curricula and instructional materials in conjunction with the
Native language practitioners and tribal elders.

Washington’s high school graduation requirements include a minimum of one-half credit of
course work in Washington state history and government. Courses designed to meet this
requirement are encouraged to include information on the culture, history, and government of
Washington Indian tribes.

Summary of Bill:

The OSPI and school districts are required, rather than encouraged, to take certain actions to
develop and incorporate curricula about tribes. The OSPI must help school districts identify
federally recognized Indian tribes within or near school districts. School districts must do the
following:

* when reviewing or adopting social studies curriculum, incorporate curricula about the
tribal history, culture, and government of the nearest federally recognized tribe(s) and
work with tribes to develop such curricula;

* collaborate with tribes to create materials, programs, and cultural exchanges; and

* collaborate with OSPI on curricular areas of tribal government and history that are
statewide in nature.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on 1/30/15.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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